
History Curriculum Overview 
 

 
   
Subject Threshold Concepts  
Topic knowledge, chronological awareness, substantive concepts, disciplinary concepts, and historical enquiry are embedded throughout the curriculum. For an indepth breakdown of threshold concepts please see the progression 
of skills document here 
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Module Title 
- Module Description 

Stone Age to Iron Age: Would you prefer to live in the 
Stone, Bronze or Iron age? 

Looking at the chronology of mankind from the Stone Age to 
today, Pupils are introduced to Britain’s story. Using 
archaeological evidence, pupils learn about the changes from 
the Stone to the Bronze Age and answer historical questions. 
Identifying the limitations of this type of evidence and 
reconstructing the life of the Amesbury Archer. 
 

Early Islamic Civilisation: How was Baghdad connected to the wider 
world? 

Pupils learn where Islam came from and how it spread across the 
world in only a few decades. Children develop their understanding of 
transport and trade and learn about how Baghdad became the centre 
of the Silk Road between Europe and Asia. They will then investigate 
how Baghdad became 
such an important cultural centre in the Abbasid 
Caliphate. Children will also analyse about how the Abbasid Caliphate 
fell apart in different parts. They will also explore all of the different 
ways Baghdad was connected to the wider world at the time. 

Tudors :What was life like in Tudor Britain? 
Comparing Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, pupils learn about the changing 
nature of monarchy. They learn how both monarchs tried to control 

the public perception of themselves using portraits and royal 
progresses. Using Tudor inventories to investigate whether people 
were rich or poor, pupils learn about what life was like for people 

living in Tudor times. 
 
 
 
 
 

Educational visits / 
Employer encounters 

Beeston Castle    

Notable events    
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Module Title 
- Module Description 

Romans: Why did the Romans settle in Britain? 
Developing their chronological awareness of AD and BC, 
pupils investigate why the Romans invaded Britain and how 
the Celts reacted to the invasion. They learn how the 
Romans changed the way people lived their lives and how 
archaeological evidence is used to reconstruct the lives of 
the Romans. Comparing Roman life to today, children learn 
how the Romans still influence lives today. 
 

Anglo-Saxons: How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain? 
Developing their understanding of why people invade and settle, 
children learn about the Anglo-Saxon invasion and Viking raids. They 
learn about Anglo-Saxon beliefs and how Christianity spread. They 
investigate Anglo-Saxon settlements and investigate how the period 
of Anglo-Saxon rule came to end. 
 

Vikings: Raiders, Traders, or Settlers? 
Extending their understanding of different societies, pupils learn 
about the Vikings. They develop their chronological understanding 
and learn about the struggle for Britain between the Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings. Using new types of sources and historical enquiry 
techniques, pupils investigate whether the Vikings were raiders, 
traders or settlers 

Educational visits / 
Employer encounters 

Roman Fort Manchester.  Jorvik Centre  

Notable events    
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Module Title 
- Module Description 

Industrial Revolution: Did the Industrial Revolution improve 
life for British people? 

Extending their chronological knowledge beyond 1066, 
pupils learn about the Industrial Revolution and how it 
changed British society. Children learn about the impact of 
different changes and analyse whether or not they improved 
life for British people. 

Victorians: What was life like for children in Victorian Britain? 
 

Investigating local and national history during the Victorian period, 
pupils examine different aspects of for Victorian children’s lives. Pupils 

will understand how life changed over the Victorian period, and 
understand the significance of events in bringing about these changes. 

World War II  – What was the impact of World War II on the British 
people? 

Extending their chronological knowledge beyond 1066, pupils learn 
about how World War II changed British society. They learn about the 
different reasons why Britain went to war in 1939 and investigate the 
experiences of families during the Blitz. Using a range of sources 
which are new to them including video and photographs, pupils 
reconstruct the feelings of those living on the home front in World 
War II and consider how migrants helped the war effort. 

Educational visits / 
Employer encounters 

Science and Industry Museum Quarry Bank Mill Imperial War Museum Salford Quays 

Notable events    


