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Look at this table about some of the metals used to build cars. 

Metal Use Advantage Disadvantage 

steel crame and panels strong and cheap rusts 

aluminium panels and wheels 
lightweight, 

will not corrode 
expensive 

not very strong 

copper 
wiring and electric 

motors 
good electrical 

conductor 
expensive 

not very strong 

platinum 
inside catalytic 

convertor 
cleans exhaust 

gases 
very expensive 

lead car batteries can be recharged poisonous 

 
1. Which two metals can be used for car panels? 

 ...................................................  and  .....................................................................  

2. What is a disadvantage of using steel for the frame? 

 .................................................................................................................................  

3. Which metal is used for connecting the light to the battery? 

 .................................................................................................................................  

4. Which metal is in a catalytic convertor? 

 .................................................................................................................................  

5. Which metal is used in car batteries? 

..................................................................................................................................  

Challenge questions 

6. Suggest why catalytic convertors are worth recycling. 

 .................................................................................................................................  

7. Suggest why cars containing a lot of aluminium can accelerate quickly. 

 .................................................................................................................................  

8. Why should old car batteries be taken to special recycling centres? 

 .................................................................................................................................  
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